" STATE OF CALIFORNIA—HEALTH AND WELFARE Y

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES
. 744 P Street, Sacramento, California 95814

November 3, 1995
REASON FOR TRANSMITTAL

ALL COUNTY LETTER 95-64 [ ] State Law Change

[X] Federal Law Change

[ 1 Court Order or Settlement

TO: ALL COUNTY WELFARE DIRECTORS Agreement

{ 1 Clarification Requested by
One or More Counties

[ ] Initiated by CDSS

SUBJECT: FOOD STAMP PROGRAM INFORMATION: COST-OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT
(COLA), STANDARD DEDUCTION, SHELTER DEDUCTION, HOMELESS
HOUSEHOLD SHELTER ALLOWANCE, INCOME ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS,
STANDARD UTILITY ALLOWANCE, VEHICLE EXCLUSION LIMIT, AND
FOOD STAMP TABLES OF COUPON ISSUANCE

NOTE: THERE ARE TWO CHANGES TO THE STANDARD DEDUCTION

REFERENCE: ALL FOOD STAMP COORDINATORS LETTER DATED OCTOBER 3, 1995

This letter transmits to County Welfare Departments (CWDs) final information on the status
of Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 1996 Food Stamp Program COLAs. Preliminary information was
transmitted in an All Food Stamp Coordinators Letter dated October 3, 1995.

Due to pending legislation in Congress which could have affected the way allotments and
deductions are to be calculated, no action could be taken to implement the Food Stamp Program
COLAs prior to October 1, 1995. On September 30, 1995, President Clinton signed a Continuing
Resolution that continued the Food Stamp Act of 1977 (amended). Subsequently, on October 21,
1995, the President signed the FFY 1996 Agriculture Appropriations Bill reauthorizing the Food
Stamp Program.

As stated in the October 3, 1995 letter, the Food Stamp Act of 1977 (amended) requires
annual adjustments to the Program’s allotments, eligibility standards, and certain deductions. Food
Stamp dllotments are adjusted every October 1 to take into account changes in the cost of the Thrifty
Food Plan (TFP). As a result of an increase in the cost of the TFP and the requirements of the Food
Stamp Act, Food Stamp allotments for FFY 1996 have increased as shown below.

Also described below is the adjustment to the Standard Utility Allowance as a tesult of an
increase in the Fuel and Other Utlities Component of the Consumer Price Index for All Urban
Consumers.



MAXIMUM ALLOTMENT

The maximum allotment for all household sizes is as follows:

Household Each Additional
Size: i 2 3 4 -~ 5 6 7 8 Person
$119  $218  $313 $397 $472 $566 $526 $716 +90

STANDARD DEDUCTION, SHELTER DEDUCTION, HOMELESS HOUSEHOLD SHELTER
ALLOWANCE, AND INCOME ELIGIBILITY STANDARDS

We are also providing you with the new standard deduction, shelter deduction and homeless
household shelter allowance amounts and the new eligibility standards. These amounts are effective
as of October 1, 1995 and must be applied to allotments for October, which would be based on
August information for retrospectively budgeted cases.

The standard deduction, shelter deduction, and homeless household shelter allowance amounts
are as follows:

+ Standard Deduction $138 [$134 effective 12/1/95]*
+ Shelter Deduction ; $247
» Homeless Household Shelter Allowance $143

Eligibility standards are shown on Attachment I which contains a chart of the "Net and Gross
Monthly Income Eligibility Standards” and a chart of the "Gross Monthly Income Eligibility
Standards for Households Where Elderly/Disabled Are a Separate Household."

* The increase in the Standard Deduction to $138 referenced in the All Food Stamp
Coordinators Letter dated October 3, 1995 was mandated by the Food Stamp Act of
1977 (amended). On October 21, 1995, the President signed the FFY 1994
Agriculture Appropriations Bill reauthorizing the Food Stamp Program. This
bill included a provision requiring that the Standard Deduction be frozen at the FFY
1995 level ($134) upon enactment, October 21, 1995. Therefore, effective
December 1, 1995, the Standard Deduction amount must be decreased to $134.
However, this roliback is not retroactive. CWDs must still base October and
November 1995 allotments on the $138 Standard Deduction amount,

STANDARD UTILITY ALLOWANCE (SUA)

In accordance with Manual Section (M.S.) 63-502.353(d), the SUA has been adjusted 10
reflect changes in the cost-of-living. Effective October 1, 1995 the new SUA amount i $149 and
must be applied to allotments for October, based on August information for retrospectively budgeted
cases.




VEHICLE EXCLUSION LIMIT

In accordance with M.S. 63-501.522, effective October 1, 1995 the Vehicle Exclusion Limit
has been increased from $4550 to $4600.

- TABLES OF COUPON ISSUANCE

The attached Tables of Coupon Issuance must be used for all cases when calculating
allotrnents for October 1995. The tables are bracketed for categorically eligible (CE) households
whose income exceeds the maximum net monthly income limit. Please note that there are no
bracketed amounts for CE households of three persons because food stamp allotment amounts
stopped short of the maximum net monthly income limit of $1050. While CE, these households
have a zero allotment amount. The attached tables have been amended (bracketing of maximum
net income amounts) and are to replace those issued with the Food Stamp Coordinators letter
dated October 3, 1995, '

STUFFER NOTICE

Attached to this letter are the English and Spanish versions of the FS 11A (9/95)
Multilingual, the general mass change notice for retroactive notification to clients. CWDs are
encouraged to mail a copy of this notice to all households along with the retroactive amount. This
notice informs clients about changes in the SUA and deduction amounts.

Also attached are the English and Spanish versions of the FS 14 (10/95) Multilingual. This
notice provides information regarding the rollback of the Standard Deduction effective December 1,
1995 as referenced above. CWDs are encouraged to mail a copy of this notice to all households
with the December allotments.

Prior to duplication, CWDs must ensure that these notices contain the county specific address
which clients should use to send written state hearing requests. Those CWDs that do not mail a
copy of these notices to all households shall utilize the news media or post this information in
certification offices, issuance locations or other sites frequented by certified households. If any other
change is to be effective with the retroactive allotment, the Food Stamp Notice of Change (DFA
377.4) must be used to provide individual notice to the household.

TRANSLATIONS

Counties that need a camera-ready copy of the stuffer notice should call:

« For English and Spanish: the Forms Management Bureau at (916) 657-1907 or CALNET
437-1907.

* For the Asian language versions (Chinese, Cambodian, and Viemamese): the Language
Services Bureau at (916) 654-1305 or CALNET 464-1305. These translations will be
forwarded to. the County Forms Coordinator when they are available.




RETROACTIVE BENEFITS

As indicated above, the new benefit and deduction amounts were effective October I, 1995,
Therefore, benefits must be restored back to that date. All retroactivity must be completed as soon
as administratively possible and may be included with the November issuance. 'The county must
specify on the FS 11A (9/95) the method that will be used to restore benefits; for example, inclusion
with the November allotment, special issuance, etc.

The United States Department of Agriculture, Food and Consumer Service hag indicated that
Quality Control reviews for October and November will be conducted against whichever standards
states used for October and November issuances.

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact David Badal of the Food
Stamp Program Bureau at (916) 654-1405.

BRUCE WAGSTAFF
Deputy Director
Welfare Programs Division

Attachments

c: CWDA




STATE OF CALIFORNIA - HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY

CALIFORANIA DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

NOTICE TO ALL FOOD STAMP RECIPIENTS
IMPORTANT--PLEASE READ

Effective October 1, 1995, the Standard Utility Allowance
{8UA)} was raised from $147.00 to $149.00. The United
States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has approved this
raise, which is based upon a change in the Consumer Price
Index.

Additionally, effective October 1, 1995, your food stamp
benefits were changed due to a federai cost-of-living raise.
The standard deduction was raised to $138.00. The
maximum excess shelter deduction was increased 1o
$247.00. The homeless shelter aliowance was raised to
$143.00.

If the SUA is used as part of your shelter deduction AND if
you have had no other changes in your food stamp case,
your food stamp benefits may be raised. With the changes
in food stamp benefits, the standard deduction, the excess
shelter deduction, and homeless sheiter allowance, the
amount you get depends an your household status. These
changes will be included in any notice you get that tells you
about other changes in your food stamp benefits.

If you think we made a mistake in figuring your October
allotment because of the cost of living increase or the
raises in the SUA, the excess shelter deduction or the
homeless shelter allowance, you may ask for a state
hearing, within 90 days of when you got this letter by
writing to:

or by calling toll free: 1-800-852-5253. If you are deaf and
use TDD, call 1-800-952-8349. When you ask for a
hearing, you must tell us why you think we made a mistake.

You can speak for yourself at the state hearing. You can
have a friend, attorney or other person speak for you, but
YOU must get these people to help you. You may ask for
free legal aid at a legal aid office in your area.

AVISO A TODAS LAS PERSONAS QUE RECIBEN
ESTAMPILLAS PARA COMIDA
IMPORTANTE-- FAVOR DE LEER

A partir del 1 de octubre de 1995, la cantidad normal permitida
para servicios publicos vy mumicipales {SUA) aumenté de
$147.00 a $149.00. El Departamento de Agricultura de los
Estados Unidos (United States Department of Agriculture,
USDA) aprobo este aumento, el cual se basa en un cambio en
el Indice de Precios al Consumidor.

Adicionalmente, a partir del 1 de octubre de 1995, sus
beneficios de estampillas para comida cambiaron debido a un
aumento federal en el costo de vida. La deduccion normal
aumentd a $138.00. La deduccién maxima por gastos
excesivos de vivienda aumento a $247.00. La deduccién para
refugio para personas sin hogar aumentd a $143.00.

Si se usa la SUA como parte de su deduccién para vivienda Y
no fna tenido otros cambios en su caso de estampillas para
comida, es posible gque aumenten sus beneficios de
estampitlas para comida. Con los cambios en los beneficios de
estampillas para comida, en fa deduccién normal, en la
deduccién por gastos excesivos de vivienda y en |a deduccion
para refugio para personas sin hogar, la cantidad que recibe
depende del estado de su grupo para fines de estampillas para
comida. Estos cambios se incluiran en cualguier notificacién
gue reciba informandole sobre otros cambios en relacion a sus
beneficios de estampillas para comida.

F& YA (ENG/SP) {6/0%)

Si cree que cometimos un error al calcular su cuota para
octubre debido al aumento en el costo de vida o el aumento en
la SUA, la deduccton por gastos excesivos de vivienda o para
refugio para personas sin hogar, puede pedir una audiencia
con el estado, en un plazo de 90 dias a partir de la fecha en
que recibio esta carta, escribiendo a:

o llamando al nimero gratuito: 1-800-952-5253. Si es sordo y
usa equipo de TDD, llame al 1-800-952-8349. Cuandc pida
una audiencia tiene que decirmos por queé cree que cometimos
un error.

Puede reprasentarse a si mismo en ta audiencia con el estado.
Puede pedirte a una amistad, un abogado u otra persona que
lo represente, pero USTED tiene que pedirle a esa persona
que lo ayude, Puede pedir asistencia legal gratuita en la
oficina de asesoramiento legal (legal aid) en la zona donde
usted vive.




STATE OF CALIFORMA - HEALTH AND WELFARE AGENCY

CALFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF BOGIAL BERVICES

NOTICE TO ALL FOOD STAMP RECIPIENTS
IMPORTANT--PLEASE READ

Effective December 1, 1995, the standard deduction has
been decreased from $138.00 to $134.00 because of a
change in Federal Food Stamp laws.

Because of tﬁis change in the standard deduction, the
amount of Food Stamps you will get may be less.

The amount you get depends on your household status. If
you got a notice that other changes to your benefits are
laking place in December, this change is in addition to those
changes.

If you think we made a mistake in figuring your December
allotment because of the standard deduction change, you
may ask for a state hearing, within 90 days of when you
got this letter by writing to:

or by calling toll free: 1-800-952-5253. If you are deaf and
use TDD, call 1-800-852-8349. When you ask for a
hearing, you must tell us why you think we made a mistake.

You can speak for yourself at the state hearing. You can
have a friend, attorney or other person speak for you, but
YOU must get these people to help you. You may ask for
free legal aid at a legal aid office in your area.

AVISO A TODAS LAS PERSONAS QUE RECIBEN
ESTAMPILLAS PARA COMIDA

IMPORTANTE-- FAVOR DE LEER

A parlir del 1% de diciembre de 1995, la deduccién normal se
reducird de $138.00 a $134.00 debido a un cambio en las
ieyes federales con respecto al Programa de Estampillas para
Comida.

Debido a este cambio en la deduccion normal, es posible que
reciba menos estampillas para comida.

La cantidad que usted recibe depende de la situacién de su
grupo para fines de estampillas para comida. Si recibié otra
notificacion, informandole que en diciembre ocurrirdn otros
cambios en relacién a sus beneficios, este cambic es en
adicién a esos ofros.

Si cree que cometimos un error al calcular su cuota para
diciambre debido al cambio en la deduccion normal, puade
pedir una audiencia con ei estado, antes de que pasen 80
dias a partlr de la fecha en que recibié esta caria,
escribiendo a:

F5 14 [ENG/SP) (105}

o llamando al numero gratuito: 1-800-852-5253. Sies sordoy
usa equipo de TDD, llame al 1-800-352-8349. Cuando pida
una audiencia tiene que decirnos por qué cree que cometimos -
un error.

Puede representarse a si mismo en la audiencia con el estado.
Puede pedirle a una amistad, un abogado u otra persona que
lo represente, pero USTED tiene que pedirie a esa persona
que lo ayude. Puede pedir asistencia legal gratuita en una
oficina de asescramiento legal (legal aid) de ia zona donde
usted vive.
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Net Monthlvy Inceme Eligibility standards
{100. Percent of Poverty Level)

Household 48

Size States ! Alaska Hawali
1 S 623 s 779 S 718
2 836 1,045 963
3 1,050 1,312 1,208
4 1,263 1,579 1,453
5 1,476 1,845 1,698
6 1,690 2,112 1,943
7 1,903 2,379 2,188
8 2,116 2,645 2,433
E

ach Add. Member +214 +267 +245

Gross Monthly Income Eligibility Standards
{130 Percent of Poverty Level)

Household 48

size States ! Alaska Hawaii
1 S 810 $1,012 $ 933
2 1,087 1,359 1,252
3 1,364 1,706 1,570
4 1,642 2,052 . 1,889
5 1,819 2,399 2,207
R S 2,196 2,746 2,526
7 2,474 3 A052 2,844
B 2,751 3,439 3,163
Each Add. Member +278 +347 +319

Gross Monthly Income Pligibilityvy Standards For Households
Where Elderly Disabled Are A Separate Household
(165 Percent of Poverty Level)

Household 48

Size States ! Alaska Hawaii
1 $1,028 $1,285 $1,184
2 1,380 1,725 1,589
3 1,732 2,165 1,993
4 2,084 2,605 2,397
5 2,436 3,045 2,801
1) 2,788 3,485 3,206
7 3,140 3,925 3,610
8 3,492 4,365 4,014
Each Add. Member +352 +440 +405

!"Includes District of Columbia, Guam, and the Virgin Islands
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